St. John the Evangelist,
Walton
St. John’s, Walton

June & July 2022

Details of information in this magazine and more can be found at
www.stjohnschurchwalton.org.uk and www.facebook.com/

Sunday and Regular Services
Sunday Morning Service 10.00 am

Holy Communion
Sunday Service 8.30 am

Morning Worship — 1st and 3rd Sundays
Holy Communion — 2nd and 4th Sundays

1st & 3rd Sundays only

++

5th Sunday Holy Communion Service 9.30am
++

Wednesday Morning
Communion Service
10.00 am

These services will be live streamed to
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnswalton
and
https:/stjohnschurchwalton.org.uk/

Zoom Services
Night Prayer — Monday to Wednesday 7.30 pm
Morning Prayer — Wednesday 9.00 am
For details on how to join us please contact Revd Anita

All Together!
All Age Services on the
First Sunday of each month.
5th June @ 10.00am
3rd July @ 10.00am

Contact Details
Vicar
Rev’d Anita Raggett
Tel:- 01925 262939 Mobile:- 07894916412
e.mail:- anitaraggett@stjohnschurchwalton.org.uk
Reader Emeritus
Mr. I. Jerrard-Dinn — 01925 265557

Pastoral Worker + Lifts to Church
Mr. S.L. Clague — 01928 719696

Lay Reader
Mr. K. Fletcher — 07377 408910

Pastoral Worker + Safeguarding Officer
Mrs. G. Povey-Robins — 07970983308

Church Warden
Mr. T. Robins — 01925 261922

Church Warden
Mrs. N. Chadwick — 01925 263449

Treasurer
Mrs. M. Highmore — 01925 473904

P.C.C. Secretary
Mr. C. Lloyd — 01925 212644

From Revd Anita

Dear friends,
This month the country celebrates the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, and we are
celebrating at St John’s too – see the invitation in this issue. The Queen is the
longest reigning monarch in British history. Up until recently she attended
church every week and still did a full week’s work at the age of 96!
It is her commitment to serving God and the nation which stands out in her
life. Even before she became Queen, she made a promise, which she has kept
for over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be
long or short, shall be devoted to your service’ (21st birthday broadcast, 21
April 1947).
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? In
2002 she said this: “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me
through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that
the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view,
to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God.”
These are wise words from somebody who draws her strength from the
Christian Faith and can inspire all of us who want to make our lives count!
The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service on
behalf of others all her life. Six months before her coronation she asked the
nation and Commonwealth to “pray that God may give me wisdom and
strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may
faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.” Paul urges us to pray for
all in authority, “that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:2).
We pray for the Queen regularly and especially in this special year. As a
church, we pray for all those who live in the parish of Walton as well – if you
feel that prayer will help you or a loved one, do please get in touch – or you
can leave a prayer request in the prayer space in the Church Porch.
With my love and prayers

Reminder
5th Sunday
Holy Communion Service
31st July @ 9.30am

All are welcome

A Prayer for Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II
O Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the Life,
we give You thanks for Your servant Elizabeth our Queen.
May she ever be provided with all she may need
for her ministry among us,
strengthened to meet every demand
which her office may make,
and in all things nourished by Your word and example,
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and reign,
world without end.
Amen.
Provided by the Church of England

ST. JOHN’S ENSEMBLE
St. John’s Church, Old Chester Road,
Higher Walton, Warrington, WA4 6TJ

Summer Concert

With Afternoon Tea
Friday 17th June
2.30pm
Venue—Church Community Hall
Admission by donation to Church funds
Refreshments at interval
For details or to reserve your seat
please contact Nina Chadwick on
07840119659
July’s date and time yet to be confirmed

FRIDAY 10th JUNE 2022
7:30pm
£5.00 Entry, Including Light Refreshments

Walton Lea Service of Remembrance
Sunday 26th June 2022 at 3pm
Memories: Life's true gift
This year’s special Ecumenical Service of Remembrance, led by Canon Christopher
Cunningham and Revd Anita Raggett, is again an opportunity for those who have
suffered the death of a loved one to come together in their memory.
For more information, email bereavement-services@warrington.gov.uk
or call 01925 267731

Is your house welcoming to swifts?
These boomerang-shaped little birds have recently been added to the list
of endangered birds because they have a severe housing crisis:
modern homes do not have nooks and crannies for them to nest in. Swifts
are in serious decline: they have faced a 58 per cent drop in their
numbers since 1995.
Because modern homes are less likely to have spaces between bricks and
in the eaves, the RSPB is now pushing for special ‘swift bricks’, that
contain small tunnels and nesting space, to be installed in new-build homes.

A Summer Blessing
May you walk with God
This summer
In whatever you do
Wherever you go
Walking with God means...
Walking with honesty
And with courage,
Walking with love
And respect
And concern for the feelings of others
May you talk to God
This summer
And every day and
In every situation
Talking with God means...
Praying words of praise
For the beauty of creation
Saying prayers of thanks
For friends and good times,
Asking God's help
In all your decisions
Expressing sorrow
When you have failed
May you talk with God
Every day
Amen
(Author unknown)

Bless all those who are,
through no fault of their own,
forced to flee their homes
and take, along with family,
only that which they can carry
and seek a safer place to live.
Remind us of our Saviour who,
as a child, was also a refugee,
finding shelter in a foreign land,
and give us hearts and hands
willing to reach out and help
these, our distant relatives
within your worldwide family.
Amen
©John Birch
Faith and Worship website

Bless the givers,
eyes open
for those in need
of prayer,
encouragement,
support,
a little time,
the gift of love.
In the act of giving
and receiving
may both be blessed.
(Source unknown)

Lord, you have provided so much to us, help us to be grateful for
everything that you have given us. Help us to be grateful for the kindness
shown to us each day by our families, friends and strangers. Help us not to
take for granted all the things which others do for us day by day.
As we learn gratitude for the kindness of others, help us to show kindness
and support to all who have contact with us today.
Amen
(Source unknown)

This world
Your creation
Rolled into a sphere
Packaged in sunshine
Gift-wrapped in love
Given to us
Thank you
© John Birch, 2016

Heavenly Father,
Draw close to all students at this time
of exams. Give them excitement to
learn, clear heads, and perseverance
to revise and prepare as best they can.
Bring them your peace.
Help each of us to support
our young people with love,
guidance and knowledge of
You.
Amen

St. John’s family
Heavenly Father,
Thanks for St. John’s. We pray for all who attend or are connected with St John’s in
any way and ask your blessing on them. May we always remember that St John’s is made
up of all those who live in the parish of Walton and those who live further afield. Bless all
who are welcomed into the family of the church, especially those baptized or married
here. Thank you for those who maintain, clean, flower arrange, welcome, keep in touch by
telephone or in person, serve refreshments, take part in services and so much more. Grant
your blessing on them and on those who hold positions of responsibility – the PCC, Church
Wardens, Treasurer and Secretary. May they be guided always by your wisdom and vision.
Amen

St. John’s Prayer Chain
As part of our Pastoral Ministry at St. John’s some church members make up our
Prayer Chain. They pray daily for those in need, with requests normally being
included for two weeks.
If you would like prayers to be offered on behalf of yourself or someone for whom
you have a particular concern at this time, then we would be pleased to do so.
To make a request please contact any of the following:Rev’d Anita Raggett on 01925 262939,
Ian Jerrard-Dinn (Lay Reader) on 01925 265557
Stephen Clague (Pastoral Worker) on 01928 719696
Gill Povey-Robins (Pastoral Worker) on 07970983308

Keeping you informed
Pilgrim Porch West Door - Chester Cathedral
DIOCESAN COMMUNITY ARTWORK PROJECT
Designed by renowned artist and sculptor Stephen Broadbent, a sculptural bronze
porch with ceremonial glass doors will be unveiled this year as part of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Positioned at the west end of Chester Cathedral, the
artwork etched into the glass will incorporate images of something significant from
churches throughout the diocese and it is hoped that all 273 parishes will contribute
to make this a truly diocesan-wide collaborative project.
The project has been commended by Bishop Mark, who says
“It is relatively rare that an artist is commissioned to create a new permanent fixture
for the interior of a Medieval Cathedral. Even more special, though, that such a
project can mark and celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of a reigning monarch. We hope
that this project will be a fitting tribute to the remarkable reign of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II and a permanent enhancement to the fabric of our Cathedral.“
The Very Revd Dr Tim Stratford, Dean of Chester, notes that “once it is complete, the
Pilgrim Porch will allow our arresting medieval wooden doors to remain open to the
city, and allow a view of the interior of the Cathedral church from the outside:
reinforcing the idea that we are an open, welcoming Church, guided by the mission
‘Discovery, Encounter, Faith’. The relationship between Cathedral and Diocese is at the
heart of this project.
Contribution from St. John’s
It seems fitting to choose the beautiful banner in the
name of our Church, St. John the Evangelist, as our
contribution to the project.
Depicting the eagle representing St. John, messenger
of the Word of God, the design is based on that from
the Book of Kells. It was commissioned by the family
and friends of S. Gilbert Robinson (1917-1994) and
was created by Andrea Higginson of Little Budworth.
Everyone who comes into St. John’s, whether visitor
or regular worshipper, can see the banner displayed
in its usual position. When the selected image is
etched into the glass of the Pilgrim Porch the size will,
off course, be much smaller, forming, together with
the contributions from other churches within the
diocese, a labyrinth design leading to the cathedral at
the centre. (See artist’s drawing on opposite page).

A little bit about the artist...
Having trained under sculptor
Arthur Dooley, Stephen
Broadbent has during the past
four decades proved himself a
successful artist/sculptor in his
own right, with a good number
of public art projects, private
commissions and exhibitions
under his belt.
Bringing together the skills and
imaginative abilities of a small
team of artists, designers and
makers he continues to design
and produce original, beautiful,
location-ally fitting, high quality
pieces which tell a story.
Such installations are to be
found countrywide, but two can
be seen in Chester: one, The
Celebration, is located in Chester
Town Square whilst the other
actually stands within the
Cathedral’s Cloister Garden and
is entitled The Water of Life.
More information can be found on
the website www.broadbent.studio

All information and artist’s drawings
within this article (apart from the section
on St. John’s contribution) have been
sourced from the invitation booklet
distributed to each Parish Church within
Chester Diocese.
If you would like to find out more about
the project please visit
www.broadbent.studio/pilgrims-porch

National Churches Trust
Previously known as the Historic Churches Preservation Trust, and founded in
1953, the National Churches Trust has had Queen Elizabeth as its Patron from
that same year — indeed it was one of the first to gain her patronage. Luke
March, Chairman of this charity, says “we are very grateful to have had her
support continuously throughout her reign.”
Celebrating its 50th anniversary Her Majesty, accompanied by HRH The Duke
of Edinburgh, attended a special service of thanksgiving at St. Bartholomew
the Great in Smithfield.
In 2013, 60 years on from its inception, the Trust received a special message
from her in which she wrote: “Since the foundation of the Historic Churches
Preservation Trust in 1953, I have seen the excellent work you have undertaken to support historic church buildings in this country.”
Help for St. John’s from the Trust
In summer 2020 St. John’s itself benefited from the National Churches Trust
when it received a grant towards the vital repair work of the church tower. For
that we are very thankful.

Photo credit M. Bailey

Photos courtesy of Revd A. Raggett

A Civic Service was held in church on the 20th March with the local Member
of Parliament, Andy Carter, The mayor of Warrington, Cllr Maureen Creaghan
and her consort John Nunnerly, Walton parish council chair Sharon Harris
and members of the Parish Council and their guests.
After the service the Parish Council invited us to a delicious breakfast buffet.

Disability Awareness Day (’DAD’)
Sunday 17th July 2022
The world's largest 'not for profit' voluntary-led disability exhibition is now in its 31st
year. This annual pan disability event takes place at Walton Hall Gardens where it
promotes and focuses on a can do culture of life and work for disabled people.

Aims of DAD
 To highlight what statutory, private or voluntary services are available to enable
disabled people to stay independent.

 To promote equipment and aids that could maintain or improve independence,
not just what is offered by statutory service providers, we want everyone to see
the best and/or latest designs.

 To provide an opportunity to showcase what disabled people can do, in the field of
Sport, Arts and Entertainment.
As well as fulfilling all these aims every year the show also gives everyone who comes
a really good day out filled with interest, fun and entertainment!
For more information please visit www.disabilityawarenessday.org.uk from which
this article has been sourced.
For those who will be attending morning services at St. John’s please be aware that
there may be a few parking issues on the day.

DO YOU ENJOY KNITTING, CROCHET, OTHER HANDICRAFTS OR
SIMPLY CHATTING OVER A CUPPA?
HAVE YOU GOT TIME TO SPARE ON A TUESDAY AFTERNOON?
Then read on!!

St. John’s Knit and Natter
Meets each

1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month
in

St. John’s Church Community Hall
from

1.30pm — 3.30pm
Guaranteed a warm and friendly welcome
For more details please contact
Mrs. D. Armitage on 01925 268540 OR Mrs. G. Hatch on 01925 262315

A few quotes to ponder…
Miscellaneous observations on life and
faith...

Anger is just one letter short of
danger.

Anon

The ability to speak several
languages is an asset, but to be able
to hold your tongue in one language
is priceless.

Anon

The world is the first Bible that God
made for the instruction of man.

Clemens Alexandrinus

April
Funeral
Violet Kesler
May
Baptism
Jude Taylor Barton
Wedding
James and Kristen Gregson

Pentecost - not a Ghost but a Gift
We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago children marched to
church in white on that day. No processions nowadays, and we’ve even changed its
name. It’s now ‘Pentecost’, which is more accurate but needs explaining.
Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated 50 days after
Easter. The year Jesus was crucified (which took place at the Passover), the
remnant of His followers, just 120 of them, were together in an upper room in
Jerusalem. They were afraid to show their faces in case the authorities arrested
them. But on the day of Passover, they had an amazing collective experience.
They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge
of spiritual energy and confidence. Afraid no longer,
they burst out on to the streets where crowds were
gathering for the festival, led by Peter they began to tell
them about Jesus and His resurrection. As they did so,
although many of the people in the crowd were
foreigners who spoke other languages, everyone heard
them in their own tongue. Peter told them that what
they were seeing was the fulfilment of an old prophecy
when God would pour out His Spirit on the human race,
men and women, young and old.
As a result of His words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3,000 people believed and
were baptised in the name of Jesus. They were the nucleus of what in 100 years
would be a Church that would turn history upside down. For Christians Pentecost is
in effect the birthday of the Church.
Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and elusive. It wasn’t
helped by the earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The Spirit is not spiritually a ‘ghost’ but a
precious gift.
The dove is the most well known symbol for the Holy Spirit, with the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke describing how, after Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan the
‘Spirit descended on him as a dove’. Also, in John’s Gospel is written ‘Then John
(the Baptist) gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a
dove and remain on him.” (Chapter 1 verse 32)

Pentecost this year falls on Sunday 5th June

Enjoy singing?
Looking for a fun, sociable group to join?
St. John’s Ensemble
meets on
Thursday from 7.30 pm to practice.
We sing in parts and unison and the ability to
read music would be a help but is not essential.
Why not come along and join us?
Are you a Velcro person or a Teflon person?
How much daily stress do you allow to stick to you? When it comes
to coping with stress, David Almeida, a professor of human
development at Pennsylvania State University, says that people can
be divided into two categories.
‘Velcro’ people allow the stressful moment to stay with them,
leaving them irritable and frustrated. ‘Teflon’ people see the
moment of stress for what it is, but then let it slide away from
them, leaving no effect on their mood.
In a ten-year study, Almeida found that people who become easily
upset in the moment and who then dwell on their negative feelings
and resentment are much more likely to suffer subsequent health
problems such as pain, arthritis, cardiovascular complications, and
mental health issues.

Some anniversaries you may find interesting
65 years ago, on 1st June 1957 the first premium bond prize draw took
place in Britain.
250 years ago, on 22nd June 1772 the Court of King’s Bench ruled that
slavery was illegal in England and Wales. But it remained legal in British
Overseas Territories and colonies until 1833.
5 years ago, on 9th July 2017 the Lake District becomes an officially
recognised UNESCO World Heritage Site.
50 years ago, on 1st July 1972 the first Gay Pride march in England
took place.
60 years ago, on 12th July 1962 the Rolling Stones performed their
first ever concert, at the Marquee Club in London.

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
& BUSINESS ADVISORS
Free initial consultation

s.booth@btinternet.com
Raise a smile; feel better…

Maths lesson
The only place where you can buy 64 watermelons without anyone
wondering why.
Don’t fool me
A three-year-old put his shoes on by himself. His mother noticed
the left was on the right foot. She said, "Sam, your shoes are on
the wrong feet."
He looked up at her and said, "Don't kid me, Mum, I KNOW
they're my feet."

Magazine issues
December/January
February/March
April/May
June/July
August/September
October/November
Open Door Editorial Team
Note from the editor
Every effort is made to produce a
magazine which looks inviting and
contains correct information, spelling,
and grammar. However, no-one and
nothing is perfect (especially myself),
hence errors can get missed, both in
production and proof-reading (done
by someone else). As you peruse
‘Open Door’ award yourself 5 points
when you find any mistakes which
have escaped correction. Have fun!
Hopefully you won’t find too many! No
need to report back.

Acknowledgements
www.parishpump.co.uk — for some of the articles and graphics included

A time to stand up for truth?
An important exhibition is running at the British Library in London until August 21st.
It’s an exhibition taking a timely look at the news and the role it plays in our society.
I’d love many Christians to visit it.
It comes as ‘the news’ has never been more contentious and, sadly, the public’s trust
in journalists – in the UK and around the world – remains low. Yet the increasing
persecution of journalists by totalitarian states across the globe shows the
importance of a free press to the flourishing of democracy.
As Christians, we have a special calling to stand up for truth and, I believe, to support
journalists and news organisations seeking to communicate that truth – often in the
face of violence, threats and murder.
I’ve been involved in a project, based in the Anglican Diocese of St Albans, north of
London, for the past several years, looking at post-truth, fake news and
disinformation. We have brought together a wide group of people to examine issues
around post-truth, and to help to formulate a Christian response.
Key findings include the importance of keeping conversations going including with
people with whom we disagree, being willing to ask questions about what we are
being told, and to refuse to succumb to cynicism. Most importantly, to stand for truth
in a climate of mounting disinformation.
So I welcome the exhibition, ‘Breaking the News’, the British Library’s first major
exhibition to spotlight the role news plays in our society. The exhibition aims to
prompt big questions including:
How do your opinions and beliefs influence the news you choose?
When does news become propaganda?
Why do we devour crime stories and sensationalism?
Who decides which stories to suppress and which to spotlight?
At a time when the global trustworthiness of journalists ranks at just 23 per cent –
with only bankers, business leaders, advertisers, government ministers and politicians
ranking beneath them – it’s time for Christians and all people of faith and goodwill to
look at how we receive our news, and how we view it.
Making a visit to this high-profile exhibition could be the first step in re-evaluating the
importance of reliable news sources and the role Christians could play in supporting
diverse and trustworthy media.
Article written by Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest and former communications
director for the C of E.

Some words spoken by Jesus:
“I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and
whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” John 13: verse 20

