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Details of information in this magazine and more can be found at
www.stjohnschurchwalton.org.uk and www.facebook.com/stjohnswalton/

Sunday and Regular Services
Holy Communion Sunday Service 8.00 am
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month only
Sunday Morning Service 9.30 am
This service will also be live streamed to
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnswalton and https:/stjohnschurchwalton.org.uk/

Wednesday Morning Service 10.00 am
Zoom Services
Night Prayer — Monday to Wednesday @ 7.30 pm
Morning Prayer — Wednesday @ 9.30 am
For details on how to join us please contact Revd Anita

Christmas Services
See card accompanying this
issue of Open door

Contact Details
Vicar
Rev’d Anita Raggett
Tel:- 01925 262939 Mobile:- 07894916412
e.mail:- anitaraggett@stjohnschurchwalton.org.uk
Reader Emeritus
Mr. I. Jerrard-Dinn — 01925 265557

Pastoral Worker + Lifts to Church
Mr. S.L. Clague — 01928 719696

Lay Reader
Mr. K. Fletcher — 07377 408910

Pastoral Worker + Safeguarding Officer
Mrs. G. Povey-Robins — 07970983308

Church Warden
Mr. T. Robins — 01925 261922

Church Warden
Mrs. N. Chadwick — 01925 263449

Treasurer
Mrs. M. Highmore — 01925 473904

P.C.C. Secretary
Mr. C. Lloyd — 01925 212644

From Revd Anita

Dear friends,
Writing this letter for our Christmas (and January) edition of the magazine has
reminded me of last Christmas. A time when all of us experienced a Christmas
where so many of the traditions and ways we have to mark Christmas were
suddenly denied us. The last 22 months have been extraordinarily challenging and
we have all experienced pain, isolation and grief in ways we never before
imagined.
This year, thanks to vaccines and treatments, we are all hoping and praying that
things will be better. That the familiar experiences, that help Christmas to come
alive, will return to our homes, our churches and our communities. But whatever
December brings it will offer us an opportunity to enter more deeply into the joy
that is at the heart of Christmas.
The Christmas story tells us that over 2,000 years ago, those who felt unworthy
were invited to visit a baby. A baby born into poverty, fragility and uncertainty.
And there watching the baby, named Jesus, take those first hungry cries they
found purpose, identity and life in this child who was God.
Whether for the first, or the hundredth time, this Christmas, everyone is invited to
discover the gift that changed everything and is at the heart of Christmas. We
may be surrounded by wrapping paper and crackers, presents, special meals and
board games, we may be filled with joy or pain or the mixed emotions that
this season can bring but there is an invitation to explore what it is that is at the
heart of this festive season.
Our Christmas services are on a card included
with this magazine, you are all welcome. We
hope to see you and may I wish you all a very
happy and blessed Christmas.
With love

P.S. We are still strongly recommending that those attending church for services do
wear a face covering, if that is possible please.

An in
vitatio

n

Living in Love and Faith

You are invited to a ‘Living in Love and Faith’ course at St. Thomas’ Stockton Heath in
January and February 2022, run jointly by the parishes of St. John’s Walton, Latchford
St. James and Christ Church, St. Thomas’ and St. Mary Magdalene’s.
The Course aims to help Christians think more deeply about what it means to be
human, and has been created by the national church and commended by our
Archbishops and Bishops. It provides a structured and accessible way for local groups
to engage in and reflect on ‘Living in Love and Faith’, a major exploration of Christian
teaching and learning about identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage.
From the LLF website:
“The Church of England is keenly aware that issues of gender and sexuality are
intrinsic to people’s experience; their sense of identity; their lives and the loving
relationships that shape and sustain them. We also know that the life and mission of
our Church – and of the worldwide Anglican Communion – are affected by the deep,
and sometimes painful, disagreements among us which have been debated and
discussed on many occasions over the years.
These divisions have come into sharper focus because of society’s changing
perspectives and practices, especially in relation to lesbian, gay, transgender, bisexual
and intersex people. The Church wants to understand what it means to follow Christ in
love and faith given the questions about human identity and the variety of patterns of
relationship emerging in our society, including marriage, civil partnership,
cohabitation, celibacy and friendship.
The LLF resources explore these matters by studying what the Bible, theology, history
and the social and biological sciences have to say, and by telling the real-life stories of
followers of Christ with diverse experiences and convictions.”

Each of the five sessions of the course explores one key topic, with an opening
reflection about learning together, followed by teaching, time for discussion and Bible
study. The sessions end with an invitation to reflect on our learning, bringing it to God
in prayer.
As well as providing notes for those leading groups, the course signposts relevant
chapters in the Living in Love and Faith book, films, podcasts and other digital
resources available via www.churchofengland.org/LLF where a video version of the
course can also be found.
The course will take place at St. Thomas’ Church in Stockton Heath.
There will be a Tuesday evening 7.30 - 9pm or Thursday afternoon 12 - 1.30pm option
and you can mix and match as your diary dictates:
Session One
Living Together
Tuesday 11 January / Thursday 13 January
What does it mean to learn together as followers of Jesus Christ?
Session Two
Identity
Tuesday 18 January / Thursday 20 January
How does our identity in Christ relate to sex and gender?
Session Three
Relationships
Tuesday 25 January / Thursday 27 January
To what kinds of relationships does God call us?
Session Four
Sex
Tuesday 1 February / Thursday 3 February
Where do our bodies and sex fit in to all of this?
Session Five
Life Together
Tuesday 8 February / Thursday 10 February
How do diversity and difference affect our life together as a church?
To enable us to order sufficient course materials and organise refreshments it would
be helpful if you could indicate your intention to attend by using the sign-up sheets in
your own churches or emailing Revd Anita Raggett
anitaraggett138@gmail.com
Please come and make this a time when, “we will learn to live more fully in the way of
Christ: in love and faith.”

Living in Love and Faith

A prayer for Advent
Heavenly Father
As we await the birthday of your Son,
Jesus Christ,
Praying through the day:
Give us a glimpse of the mystery of the
Morning Prayer
incarnation.
Good Morning Lord!
Cause us to wonder that the Creator of
Today’s a new day, a chance for a
the universe
new start.
Emptied himself of the splendour and
Yesterday is gone and with it any
glory of heaven
regrets, mistakes, or failures I may
And took upon himself the feeble frame of
have experienced.
a fragile baby.
It’s a good day to be glad and give
thanks, and I do, Lord.
Restore to us the ability to stop
The serenity to ponder
Thank you for today, a new
opportunity to love, give, and be all
Ant the creativity to gaze in wonder
that you want me to be.
At the Christ-child –
Rebecca Barlow Jordon
The radiance of the glory of God –
Midday Prayer
The flawless expression of the divine
In the midst of this day let me not be
nature
so busy, that your voice is lost.
At God made man
In the midst of this day let me not be God in human form
so tired, that your will is not done.
God manifesting himself with a
In the midst of this day let me find
vulnerability, which asks
peace, and time to just be.
To be touched
From Lindisfarne Scriptorium
And hands and seen and known and
Night Prayers
loved.
Oh Lord you are from everlasting to And teach us to love you without
everlasting;
inhibition
I turn my thoughts to you as the
That this Christmas the glow in our hearts
hours of darkness and of sleep
May bring joy to you, Father, son and Holy
begin.
Spirit.
Joyce Huggett
Oh sun of my soul, I rejoice to know
that all night I shall be under the
watchful eye of the one who dwells
in eternal light.
Into your care, Father, I now entrust
my body and soul.
John Baille

Prayer for Christmas

Prayer for New Year 2022

Jesus, the Light of the World, as
we celebrate your birth, may we
begin to see the world in the light
of understanding you give us. As
you chose the lowly, the outcasts,
and the poor to receive the
greatest news the world had ever
known, so may we worship you in
meekness of heart. May we also
remember our brothers and
sisters less fortunate than
ourselves in this season of giving.
Amen.
Karen L. Oberst

Heavenly Father
As this New Year unfolds,
Enlarge my vision of yourself
Deepen my trust in your love
Increase my faith in the perfection of your
purposes
That when you speak
I may listen
And obey
With glad assurance
That you will never cause your child
A needless tear.
Joyce Huggett

St. John’s Prayer Chain
As part of our Pastoral Ministry at St. John’s some church members make up our
Prayer Chain. They pray daily for those in need, with requests normally being
included for two weeks.
If you would like prayers to be offered on behalf of yourself or someone for whom
you have a particular concern at this time, then we would be pleased to do so.
To make a request please contact any of the following:Rev’d Anita Raggett on 01925 262939,
Ian Jerrard-Dinn (Lay Reader) on 01925 265557
Stephen Clague (Pastoral Worker) on 01928 719696
Gill Povey-Robins (Pastoral Worker) on 07970983308
Mission and Service

Outreaching Lord
Through your amazing outreaching, outstretching love in the person of Your only
Son Jesus, you taught us how to learn to know you and serve you. Through Him you
commissioned us to share that with others as we care for your world and its people.
Bless all those who work in the field of Mission, both at home and abroad. We
especially ask your blessing on the Salvation Army in Warrington, Warrington
Foodbank, Broomfields Youth Project, and Serving in Mission in Malawi where
Stephanie Darling serves with such love. Help us, too, to remember that we as
individuals can play our part where we live and work. Amen

Some anniversaries you may
find interesting
1500 years ago, on 7th December
521 St Columba, Irish missionary
who spread Christianity in Scotland,
was born. He was one of the Twelve
Apostles of Ireland.

October
Weddings

175 years ago, on 21 December
Abigail Harries and David Fitzpatrick 1846 the first surgical operation in
Europe using anaesthesia took
Funerals
place. Robert Liston amputated a
Neville Harris
servant’s leg at University College
November
Hospital in London.
Funerals

100 years ago, on 12th January
1922 HMS Victory permanently dry
docked at Portsmouth.

Albert Hall
Betty Chadwick

A quote to ponder…
We rob ourselves of much joy if
we forget the loving and caring

50 years ago, on 4th January 1972
Rose Heilbron becomes the first
female judge to sit at the Old
Bailey in London.

presence all round about us of
the angels of God.

Maurice Roberts

Back as normal this year, with no restrictions unless instructed otherwise
Started in 1991 WODAC is run completely by volunteers as
it aims to help the homeless of Warrington, especially over
the Christmas period. They offer food, toiletries, warm
clothing, friendship and social activities to their guests.
If you would like to donate such items or just want to find
out more about the organisation why not check out their
website at www.wodac.org.uk or find them on Facebook.

St. John’s Knit and Natter

Do you enjoy singing?
Looking for a fun, sociable group to
join?

St. John’s Ensemble
meets on
Thursday from 7.30 pm to practice.
We sing in parts and unison and
the ability to read music would be a
help but is not essential.
We perform three concerts a year
Why not come and join us?

Rocket Man

Meets each
1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month
in
St. John’s Church Community Hall
from
1.30pm — 3.30pm
For more details please contact
Mrs. D. Armitage on
01925 268540
OR
Mrs. G. Hatch on
01925 262315

Christmas Concert

10th December @7.30pm
in
St. John’s Church
*****

by St. John’s Ensemble &
friends

The Notebook

@ 7.30pm

21st January @7.30pm
in
St. John’s Church Community Hall
(Please note change of venue)
Admission by donation to Church funds
Refreshments served at interval
For details or to reserve your seat please
contact Nina Chadwick on
01925 2163449
NB Social distancing and wearing of
face coverings still recommended

Friday 17th December
Admission—£5
(Includes refreshments +
may be paid on the night)
All are welcome

A fond farewell to a much loved organist and friend …
A man loved and respected by many, as evidenced by the large number of people
present at Wycliffe United Reformed Church, Chris Sudlow’s funeral was a true
celebration of his life. It was led by Dennis Davies, and representing St. John’s, Ian
Jerrard-Dinn shared some memories held by himself and other members of our church.
All who knew Chris will have their own personal recollections but here are a few
excepts from what Ian said.
“I first became aware of Chris, in the early 1980s, as
Maureen’s right hand, helping her with a group of teenage
girls, one of whom was my daughter.
...Chris’s faith in his Lord pervaded every waking moment
of his day. All his friends were Christians, many made on
holidays that he and Maureen shared …
If memory is correct, Chris came to St. John’s as our
organist in the 1990s at the invitation of our then vicar, Bill
Highton. Chris got great enjoyment from playing such an
acclaimed instrument … often sharing practice on it for an
hour or so during the week with his friend Bill Millington.
Slowly Chris found himself more drawn into the life of St. John’s, … reading God’s
word in our services, attending weekly Bible Study group and playing the keyboard
when it was St. John’s turn to lead our local Churches Together Act of Witness on
Good Friday in Victoria Square, Stockton Heath. He also joined our Walking Day
procession through Stockton Heath and was briefly a member of our church council.
… Chris’s love of music also found expression in choral music. He became a
member of St. John’s Ensemble when it was formed several years ago … was a much
loved member of our church fellowship, but deep in his heart, he always felt that
Wycliffe was his spiritual home, where he worshipped alongside Maureen.
… in responding to God’s call to use his musical gifts and unshakeable faith to
enhance life and worship at St. John’s he had made a real personal sacrifice. A
sacrifice that was continually nourished
from his roots in Wycliffe and much valued
at St. John’s.
… remember his commitment and
reliability to his duty (especially at
midnight on a snowy Christmas Eve).
Chris was always self-effacing, gentle and
loving. He was an amazing witness to his
Lord Jesus.”
Farewell Chris.

… and congratulations to someone else close to our hearts — the
youngest daughter of our previous vicar, John Harries, who got
married here in October.

Best wishes to Abi and David
for a long and happy future together.

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
& BUSINESS ADVISORS
Free initial consultation

Raise a smile; feel better…

Santa's helpers are
subordinate clauses.
Sign on a Scottish golfcourse:
‘Members will refrain from picking up
lost balls until they have stopped
rolling.’
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of
the camels were approaching the
inn, over which was pictured a large
star. The third camel and its rider
were going directly away from it.
“Why is the third man going in a
different direction?” her mother
asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s
looking for a place to park.”
Are you concerned about
the performance of your
investments?
Is your pension fund on
target to provide sufficient
income in your retirement?
How often does your advisor
discuss these issues with you?

pure
financial consulting

If you would like to discuss any of
these issues with us then we would be
pleased to offer a FREE initial meeting
with absolutely no obligation. We are a
local well established firm of
independent Financial Advisors based
in Stockton Heath.

For further information or to make
an appointment, please call Roger
Hibbert on 01925 438 068
www.purefinancialconsulting.com

Magazine issues
December/January
February/March
April/May
June/July
August/September
October/November
Open Door Editorial Team
Note from the editor
Every effort is made to produce a
magazine which looks inviting and
contains correct information, spelling,
and grammar. However, no-one and
nothing is perfect (especially myself),
hence errors can get missed, both in
production and proof-reading (done
by someone else). As you peruse
‘Open Door’ award yourself 5 points
when you find any mistakes which
have escaped correction. Have fun!
Hopefully you won’t find too many! No
need to report back.

Acknowledgements
www.parishpump.co.uk — for some of the articles and graphics included

25th December:
The man who married Mary
The traditional Nativity scene on our Christmas cards has Mary with the Holy Babe.
Around her are the shepherds and Magi. We may also see stable animals, angels and a
star! While Joseph is often included, his presence seems to be of minor importance.
After all, we praise God for Jesus with our familiar Christmas carols, mentioning angels,
shepherds, Wise Men and Mary but the name of Joseph is absent! Why is Joseph given a
low profile? For he is a man to be remembered.
Joseph was a resident of Nazareth. He worked as a carpenter and his skills would have
included making furniture, repairing buildings and crafting agricultural tools. Although
Joseph had an honourable profession, he would not have been a man of great wealth.
The gospel writers Matthew and Luke give Joseph a few brief mentions. After the birth of
Jesus, Joseph and Mary go to the temple in Jerusalem to dedicate the Baby to God.
Afterwards, they flee into Egypt to escape the wrath of Herod and much later return to
Nazareth. 12 years later, Mary and Joseph go with Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover
feast. Here they lose Jesus, only to find Him in the Temple talking with religious leaders!
Apart from these verses, the New Testament is silent about the rest of Joseph’s life.
However, we do know that Joseph was father to other children by Mary. His four sons are
named, and they had at least two daughters. (See Matthew 13:55)
And we also know that Joseph was someone who quietly and humbly took on the
awesome role in caring for the early life of the Son of God. Joseph would have taught
Jesus many things – not just the skills of a labourer, but the lore of the countryside which
was evident in our Lord’s teaching. Jesus grew up within a loving family and described
God as ‘Father’, knowing also the good fatherly qualities of Joseph.
In the Christmas story, Joseph is placed into a situation that brought him
misunderstanding and suspicion. But Joseph remained faithful in the knowledge that as
long as God had spoken, the opinion of others mattered little. Before Jesus began His
ministry, it is believed that Joseph died. It is likely Jesus took on many of His father’s
responsibilities before He left home.
In the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody. He was not a man of valour, fame and
fortune. But he was the one who had parental responsibility for the greatest person who
has ever lived!
It is sad that we often equate ordinariness with ineffectiveness. Down the ages, God has
used many ordinary people to accomplish great things. God continues to use ordinary
people. Like Joseph, we need to know that doing God’s will is the most important thing in
life. May we, this Christmas, respond to God’s call to us and please Him in all that we do.

Some words spoken by Jesus:
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.”

John 8: verse 1

